
 

Leighton-Linslade Ouzel Valley Park 
Steering Group 
 
7 November  2022 at 10:30 am 
 
 

 
Present (in person):    
Cllr Tony Morris (LLTC), Cllr Victoria Harvey (LLTC/CBC), Cllr S Owen (LLTC), 
Cllr C Palmer (LLTC), Pauline Hey (Local Access Forum), Jon Balaam 
(Greensand Trust), John Creasey (CBC), Ian Haynes (LLTC),  Howard Hughes 
(CBC), Steve Lakin (CBC), Chris Stevenson (Buzzcycles), Mellony Jahn (note 
taker) 
 
Remote access Phillip Lovesey (IDBS),  Gill King (South Beds Friends of the 
Earth), Representatives of Salisbury House – Nicola Venning, Edward Costello, 
Tom Briggs, Gina Croxford, Karen Tarran (Sustrans),  
 

 
1. Introduction and Apologies 

 
Apologies were received from Martin Plummer, Clive Bennett, Susannah Miller, 
Cllr Versallion, Roslaind Bacon, Adele Duperouzel and Siobhan Vincent. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes of 5 September  2022 
 

The notes of the previous meetings were agreed as a true and accurate record 
of the meeting with the addition under Cycleways in Eastern Leighton-Linslade 
development to say Martin Plummer felt lessons would be learnt in future.  

 
3. Matters Arising 
 

Grovebury Quarry - The group were informed a meeting would be taking place 
with Church Commissioners and members of Billington Parish Council  on 8 
November regarding the extension to workings at Grovebury Quarry. 
 
Ouzel Meadows – a question was raised regarding the gated  access from the 
Meadows to Grovebury Road.  The gap beside the locked gate was quite 
narrow and led straight on to a busy road which was a safety issue for families 
with young children and dog walkers.  John Creasey confirmed this whole 
entrance needed redesigning and safer public access created. 
 
Rushmere and Greensand Trust – the take up on the visitor survey at 
Rushmere had been reasonable with the timescale being extended to gather 
more responses. 
 



 

Interpretation Boards – discussions on this were still on-going between South 
Beds Friends of the Earth, John Creasey Central Beds Council and Ian Haynes 
Leighton-Linslade Town Council. 

 
 Action List – JB presented a proposal for an “Action Plan” to help track and 

drive project delivery.  JB felt that a tabular format, highlighting responsibilities 
and progress, was better suited to this objective than the previous Actions 
List.  JB felt that the information contained in the Actions List should be held in 
meeting minutes. 

 Cllr Owen suggested that the project ‘Aim’ be added as a column to help aid 
understanding, this was agreed. 

 It was also suggested that working groups could be created to take projects 
forward.  This was agreed, as long as the over-arching role of the Steering 
Group in terms of driving progress was not impacted.  It was agreed that 
working groups would need to report to the OVPSG, but would have the 
flexibility to meet and carry out actions between meetings. 

 It was noted that the establishment of working groups would require a change 
in the terms of reference, but that the ToR were to be discussed later on the 
agenda. 

 JB suggested that a group be set up to produce the initial Action Plan, requiring 
representatives from CBC, LLTC and GST as a minimum.  This was agreed.  
 

 
4.     Green Infrastructue Requirements for Leighton-Linslade 

 
A verbal update was given by Councillor Harvey following the Sandpit 
Steering Group Meeting on the Green Infrastructure requirements for 
Leighton-Linslade.   
 
Jon Balaam would be able to provide a quote for updating this plan by mid 
November and could bring it back to the Ground and Environmental 
Committee meeting in December.   
 
The Green Infrastructure Plan identified where there was designated local 
green space and the revised plan  would be a refresh of the 2014 plan.  
Collaborative working with Central Bedfordshire officers would be beneficial 
but on a standalone basis the plan would not carry a high level of weight 
unless adopted as part of a Neighbourhood Plan.  The approximate cost of 
updating the 2014 plan could be between £4,000 and £5,000.  Steve Lakin 
would be keen to work with Jon Balaam, Howard Hughes and the town 
council in progressing this plan to protect green space within the Parish. 

 
5.   Updates  

 

 Howard Hughes, CBC, informed the group they were looking to apply for 
Local Nature Reserve Status for Linslade Woods which at present had County 
Wildlife Status.  Local Nature Reserve Status would provide more protection 
against planning applications in the area.  This would likely happen by the end 
of the financial year.   



 

The Health and Active lifestyles work with inactive groups such as adult 
social care providing referral schemes encouraging more active lifestyles.  
Members of Salisbury House Surgery who joined the meeting on-line had 
used the health and active lifestyles scheme to make referrals for their 
patients.  Gill King informed the group there were three free walking 
groups in the town providing free walks on a Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday beginning at 10.00 am from Bell Close.  The members of Salisbury 
House surgery would make contact with Gill King re the walking groups. 
 
Councillor Harvey suggested the walking groups could benefit from the 
opportunity to access a mini-bus to Rushmere on an occasional basis and 
asked if the mini-bus hire could be funded via this group.  There was 
money available and a suggestion was made for Ian Haynes to liaise with 
Gill King regarding this.  On being put to a vote the group agreed 
unanimously with this recommendation. The ‘Buzzer Bus’ was suggested 
for consideration. 
 
RECOMMENDATION that Ian Haynes, Leighton Linslade Town 
Council liaise with Gill King regarding funding of up to £600 for a 
mini-bus to transport members of the walking group to Rushmere 
and an evaluation be undertaken once the events have taken place. 
 
John Creasey, CBC, confirmed the Walking Map was progressing and 
once it had been produced the option of a Cycling version could be 
considered.  Gill King suggested that in producing a Walking Map any 
routes which went outside of Central Bedfordshire boundaries through 
stiles /gates should be checked for safety and suitability. 

 

 Chris Stevenson spoke on behalf of Buzzcycles to highlight the 
frustrations felt by cyclists on the lack of access from the new estate on 
the east of Leighton Buzzard into the town.  The connectivity of the cycle 
paths was lacking.  Martin Plummer from Central Bedfordshire Council 
was unable to attend today’s meeting to provide an update on the 
situation so Councillor Morris would write to him requesting an update. 
 
Steve Lakin agreed it proved difficult to address issues after the work had 
been completed and these should be highlighted at the planning stage not 
after the estate had been built.  Work was continuing to try and fix these 
issues. 
 

By the end of the month a walking and cycling infrastructure plan for 
Leighton Buzzard showing links in East and South out of the Parish would 
be produced.  This may include new rights of way being created over 
private land.  The public would be consulted and an open session held at 
the White House where the public would be able to suggest 
improvements to the plan and show where problems might be 
encountered.  
 
 
 



 

A suggestion was made to request an update report from Buzzcycles on key 
objectives to come to the next meeting in February 2023.    Gill King would 
be willing as Footpaths Offier for the Leighton Buzzard Ramblers to look at 
the Eastern Development  and work with Buzzcycles to make 
recommendations on this area.  Also Steve Lakin agreed to come back to 
Planning and Transport Committee on 14 December to discuss this further. 

 

 Ian Haynes, LLTC confirmed the consultancy report for Carbon Footprint 
would be beginning and a report would be forwarded to members as soon as 
available.  Also there had been no contact from CBC regarding the eastern 
development allotments and play areas. 

 Jon Balaam informed members that visitor numbers were now on par with 
pre pandemic levels and they were looking at ways to increase mid-week 
attendance at the woods.  The Greensand Ridge Walk and Cycle feature 
now had all the permissions required for a sculpture and water filling station.  
The problem at present was finding CBC approved contractors with the 
capacity to complete the work.   

 The Catchment Partnership were focussing on water pollution working with 
the Environment Agency, Anglian Water and volunteers.  Training, 
workshops and test kits would be supplied for this purpose.   

      The location for the noticeboards on Riverside Walk had been agreed and 
the content for the boards needed to be finalised.   

      The outflow at Leighton Middle School had been logged as part of the Outfall 
Safari and any odour or visible signs of discharge should be reported to the 
EA hotline.   

 Susannah Miller, Canal and Rivers Trust could not attend the meeting. 
 

6.   Grovebury Quarry Update  
 

More information should be available following the meeting on 8 November 
regarding Grovebury Quarry.  It was suggested that with the delay in restoration 
at Grovebury Quarry improvement of Tiddenfoot should be further explored.   
 
Howard Hughes informed the group there ws potential to look at a bigger 
scheme for developing open space at Southern Meadows but these plans were 
in the very early stages of discussion at present. 
 
A question was also raised regarding whether there should be access to the 
lake at Grovebury Quarry for the public not just the footpath around the outside. 
Howard Hughes confirmed more details were needed before any plans or 
information could be progressed in this area. 

 
7.   OVPSG Terms of Reference 2012  

 
The incorrect Terms of Reference had been included in the agenda and the 
more up to date one would be circulated to members and amendments 
discussed at the next meeting. 

 
8.  AOB – it was noted that a consultation for the development of land at Astral 

Green had ended on 10 October and Greensand Trust as a neighbouring land 



 

owner to the site had not been consulted.  Jon Balaam would be looking into 
this. 

 
9.   Date of next meeting 

 
The next meeting would take place on Monday, 6 February  at 10:30am.  
 
 
The meeting ended 12.30 pm 


